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A Glossary of Greek Birds) is eloquent in praise of 
Aristotle the Biologist, and quotes many illustrations 
of the range and the minuteness of his knowledge, 
especially of the forms of sea life. But his essay is in 
no sense a philosophic study of the science of the an- 
cients. Mr. Charles Singer (editor of a series of 
studies on the history of science) writes interestingly 
and, so far as I can judge, competently on biology be- 
fore and after Aristotle, and on the history of medicine. 
These articles are illustrated. 

The other essayists hardly attempt objectivity, 
system, or completeness, but frankly emphasize and 
discuss whatever interests them most and so gives them 
the best chance of interesting their readers. Dean Inge 
has little or nothing to say on historical Greek 
religion — less than Mr. Lowes Dickinson in his book 
on The Greek View of Life. He prefers to dwell mainly 
on the Hellenic element in Christianity. To that he 
adds a few reflections in comparison and contrast of the 
Greek and the modern spirit. Professor Burnet was 
evidently bored by the idea of writing another elemen- 
tary survey of the history of Greek philosophy, and so he 
talks mainly of the pre-Socratics and Pythagoras, and 
of the mystic Socrates and the doctrine of the soul. 
His great services to Greek scholarship and the history 
of philosophy give him license to indulge his caprice. 
But does he really believe that the protreptic dis- 
course originated in the impulse to the conversion of 
souls? Or was its origin, as I have always supposed, 
the introductory lecture of the teacher or sophist 
bidding for the interest and attention of students? 
Professor Toynbee presses the interesting analogies 
which he discovers between Greek and modern history 
so far as to find a remarkable parallel "between the 
mediaeval movement of expansion which is called 
the Crusades" and the "propagation of ancient Greek 
city states round the same shores between about 750 
and 600 B. C." The body of his essay is based on a 
framework of four reasons for still studying the civiliza- 
tion of ancient Greece which he develops with much 
ingenuity and force: (1) In Greek history the plot of 
civilization has been worked out to its conclusion; 
(2) The historical experience of the Greeks has been 
more finely expressed than ours; (3) It has an emo- 
tional value comparable to what Aristotle calls the 
catharsis of tragedy; (4) Its remoteness and objectivity 
make it a lesson in comparative method of study. 
Professor Zimmern, as was to be expected, treats the 
political thought of Greece from the point of view of a 
thoughtful modern liberal, not to say radical. He 
points out, of course, the obvious differences of scale 
and economic conditions that forbid the direct appli- 
cation of the lessons of Greek history to modern proc- 
esses. Nevertheless we have much to learn from the 
Greeks. They invented the study of politics, the 
Athenian citizen was more conscientious than the 
modern in the fulfilment of his civic duties, the Greek 
writers — a Thucydides and even a Plato — were realists 
in their political thinking, and, as Graham Wallas 
points out, they began at the right end with human 
and social psychology. The essay concludes with 
some illustrations of the pertinency of Thucydides, 



Plato, and Aristotle to modern problems. Thucydides 
would have understood and recognized the mood of 
our post-war world. Plato points to the regulative 
value of even an unrealizable ideal. 

Beginning with a plea for greater consideration of 
Ruskin's writing on art, Professor Gardner takes the 
fanciful Ruskinian title "The Lamps of Greek Art" 
for his sketch of the history of Greek sculpture. Rus- 
kin said that he had always distrusted the number 
seven because of his difficulty of keeping within that 
limit. Professor Gardner allows himself eight lamps: 
(1) humanism, (2) simplicity, (3) balance and measure, 
(4) naturalism, (5) idealism, (6) patience, (7) joy, (8) 
fellowship. The article is well illustrated. On page 
374 a contrast is pointed by the juxtaposition of Poly- 
euctus's Demosthenes with Barnard's Lincoln. That 
is clever, but why not take the St. Gaudens's Lincoln? 
The book concludes with an illustrated chapter on 
Greek architecture, by Sir Reginald Blomfield. We 
can never hope to revive Greek architecture; we 
should not attempt to do so, he says, but we can learn 
much from its spirit. The Greek "was happy with 
his inner vision of beauty and intent only on its reali- 
zation. He had not the smallest desire to shock or 
startle anyone. . . .Instead of repudiating the work 
of his fathers, the Greek carried it on to perfection". 

The apologetic purpose — the plea for classical 
studies — , though not tiresomely stressed, runs through 
the volume as a Leit-motiv. It is most prominent, of 
course, in the papers of Professors Murray and Living- 
stone. But Professor Gardner interpolates a vigorous 
page on the theme (394), Toynbee answers the eternal 
objection that whatever the Greeks have to teach has 
already been assimilated by modern civilization, 
Heath exhibits the complete dependence of mathe- 
matical terminology on Greek, and Zimmern observes 
(332), "If it is going too far to say that every modern 
politician owes his stock-in-trade of general ideas to the 
Greeks, there are certainly few who do not owe them 
their perorations". He appears to have overlooked the 
ingenious argument against the Classics that Mr. H. G. 
Wells has extracted from these facts. "The eccen- 
tricities of modern education", laments Mr. Wells, 
"make us dependent for a number of our political 
terms upon those used by the thinkers of the small 
Greek republics of ancient times before those petty 
states collapsed through sheer political ineptitude 
before the Macedonians". 
University of Chicago Paul ShoREY 



AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL 
STUDIES AT ATHENS 

Two Fellowships in Greek Archaeology — the School 
Fellowship and the Fellowship of the American Insti- 
tute of Archaeology — , of $1,000 each, are awarded 
annualy. Candidates should apply, in writing, before 
February I, to Professor Samuel E. Bassett, University 
of Vermont, Burlington, Vt., Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Fellowships. From him all necessary infor- 
mation can be obtained. Concerning a third Fellow- 
ship — one in Architecture — , of $1,500, application 
should be mode to Professor Edward Capps, Princeton, 
N.J. 
Columbia University La Rue Van Hook 



